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The structure of world and Iran's export market of almond

By: E. Zare, Assistant Professor in Natural Resource and Agricultural Research Center of Fars Province

Almond with 146055 hectares cultivated area is one of the important horticulture products in Iran,. In
addition to domestic consumption, annually many quantity of almond is exported to other countries.
Existing data is indicating the fluctuation in prices and quantity of almond export. This situation shows
the low influence and weakness bargaining power in the world market of almond. Market structure is an
effective factor on bargaining power, increasing the diversity of target markets have increased the market
power of exporters. In addition the knowledge of fluctuation in market structure is a suitable indicator for
policy maker of almond export market. In this research the Herfindal index has been used to investigate the
structure of export markets of almond and their changes during 1993-2003 in Iran. Needed data was gathered
from formal sources. Results showed USA with over 40% production and 70% export, have the most role
in world market of almond. The share of Iran in world market has been 2% and shows decreasing trend in

1999-2003. In this period the market structure of almond export for Iran and world market has been semi

monopoly and completely monopoly, respectively.

I:I Key words: almond, market structure, Herfindal index
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9- Paarlberg, P.L.and Haley, M.M. 2000; Market concentration
and vertical coordination in the pork industry: Implications for
public policy analysis.Available on the www: ers.usda.gov/
briefing/ food market structures/ conference paper/
paarlberg.pdf.
10-Sheldon, I. and Sperling R. 2001; Estimating the extent
of competition in the food, industry: What have we learned?
Working paper: AEDE-WP-0018-01,Department of Agricultural,
Environmental, and Development Economics, The Ohio State

University, America.
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