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Survey of normal and abnormal position of twin fetuses in dystocia and normal calving in a large Holstein dairy farm
By: Talebkhan Garoussi. M., Mebmer of Scientific Board of Ferdowsi University of Mashhad- Iran. Tel: +9891211504897
Normal and abnormal presentation, position and posture of twin calving were studied at calving time of 2265
Holstein dairy cows. The objectives of this study were: 1) the survey of normal and abnormal presentation,
position and posture of fetuses in twin births of Holstein dairy cows. 2) To evaluate of dystocia due to
disposition of twins at calving time. The data were analyzed using Chi- square and Macnemar methods.
There were 125 (5.51%) twin births out of 2265 calvings. Anterior longitudinal and posterior longitudinal
presentation in both fetuses were: 71.2% and 2.4%, respectively. The rate of posterior longitudinal and anterior
longitudinal for the first and the second fetuses were 10.4%. The rate of anterior longitudinal and posterior
longitudinal in the first and the second fetuses were 16%. There was no malposition. The highest malposture
rate (4.8 %) in anterior presentation was lateral head deviation whereas hip joint flexion (breech presentation)
was the highest (4.4 %) malposture in posterior presentation. The rate of dystocia in the first and the second
fetuses were: 25.6% and 32%, respectively. Twinning in Holstein dairy cows increases significantly the

incidence of dystocia (p<0.05). There is a significant correlation between the presentation and posture of the

first fetus in twin births (p<0.05).

[ | <Key words: Dystocia, Twin births, Normal position, Disposition, Holstein dairy cows > J
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